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Dear Sir: 



INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 



In response to the Office Action dated December 11, 2003, please reconsider the above- 
referenced patent application in view of the following amendments and remarks. 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge that claims 1-4, 6-21, 23-29, 42-43 and 47 have been found 
to be allowable upon amendment to overcome the 35 U.S.C. 1 12 rejections. Such amendments 
are made below. Claims 30-33, 35-37 and 44 are rejected over Kukkola et al. as anticipated 
under 35 U.S.C. 102, or in the alternative as unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). These 
rejections are traversed below. 



